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HISTORY  OF UPPER ASSAM

to heart; for no serious molestation to parties was
offered, or hindrance to work. Of course they have
often tried the old game of " bluff," which, how-
ever, invariably subsided at the last moment.

An experience of one of these parties may be
mentioned as showing what patience, tact, and firm-
ness is required in dealing with these folk. A party
under Captain P. consisted of forty-six Military
Police Sepoys and Surveyors, and when far into the

CONVOY CROSSING A STREAM IN THE ABOR COUNTRY.

hills reached a point where the Abors seemed dis-
posed to dispute any further advance. The tribes-
men, to prevent us crossing the river, had cut away
the long swinging cane bridge just before our party
arrived ; and when these started to build rafts with
which to cross over, the Abors began firing at them
with bows and arrows from the forest and from
across the river. No damage was done, and our
Sepoys took no notice of this hostility. At last,
just before the rafts were ready, the Abors sent an